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This application form is online at www.rtachicago.org/
applications. You may submit the form by email to  
applications@rtachicago.org. Please submit  
one application per project as a PDF package.  
Please avoid submitting multiple PDFs for the  
same application. 

TYPE OF APPLICANT 

 �Local Government
 Multijurisdictional group*
 ��Nongovernmental organization* 

Please list the members of the group (including 
government and nongovernmental organizations):

*Applications submitted by multijurisdictional groups
and nongovernmental organizations must include
a letter indicating support from each relevant local
government. See the FAQs for more information.
Nongovernmental applicants are strongly encouraged
to contact CMAP or the RTA prior to submitting their
application to discuss their project and the demon-
stration of local support.

Applicant

Main Contact of Application

Name:

Title:

Phone:

Email:

Name:

APPLICATION FORM

RTA Community Planning Program and 
CMAP Local Technical Assistance Program

Deadline: Noon on Friday, October 26, 2018

(please check all that apply)

http://www.rtachicago.org/applications
http://www.rtachicago.org/applications


1. Project Location. Please provide a brief description of the location of your project. You may include a map if
that helps to describe location, but this is not required. If your project helps to implement a past plan, please
include a link to that plan.
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2. Project Description. Please tell us what you would like to do in your community, and what assistance is 
needed. If you have more than one idea, please submit a separate application for each project. Please be specific, 
but also brief (less than two pages per project idea)—we simply want to have a basic understanding of what 
you want to do. For plan updates please tell us how you will be building upon (or replacing) the previous work. 
Program staff will follow-up with you if we need any additional information to fully understand your proposed 
project. (Please limit your responses to 6000 characters including spaces).
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3. Additional Strategic Partnerships. Please list any additional partners you may want to include in this planning 
project, and specify if you have made contact with them in advance of submitting this application. (Please limit 
your response to 1400 characters).

PLAN CHARACTERISTICS
My project involves: 

 The preparation of a plan.
 Updating an existing plan. 
 Implementation of a previous plan.
 �My project has direct relevance to public  
transit and supports the use of the existing 
transit system.
 �My project is not directly related to  
transportation or land use, but addresses  
ON TO 2050 and/or Invest In Transit in  
other ways.

ON TO 2050 ALIGNMENT  
(Please check all that apply) 

 Inclusive Growth
 Prioritized Investment
 Resilience

RTA INVEST IN TRANSIT ALIGNMENT 
(please check all that apply)

 Deliver Value on our transit investments
 Build on the strengths of the transit network
 Keep transit competitive



Exhibit A 

 

Proposed TOD Boundary 

 

 
 






	Crystal Lake TOD Plan
	RTA Application
	ExhibitA
	PACE Support Letter

	Metra Support for 2019 Crystal Lake CP application

	government and nongovernmental organizations 1: City of Crystal Lake
	Title: City Planner
	Applicant: City of Crystal Lake
	Main Contact of Application: Elizabeth Maxwell
	Phone: 815-356-3738
	Email: emaxwell@crystallake.org
	Check Box5: Yes
	Check Box6: Off
	Check Box7: Off
	Project Location: The project is the creation of a Transit Oriented Development (TOD) Plan.  The proposed location of the TOD would encompass both Metra Stations and three PACE bus routes.

The attached map, Exhibit A, illustrates the proposed boundary area.

Within the area are 3 PACE routes, the 550 to Elgin, 806 to Fox Lake and the 808 to Harvard.  All three of these routes stop at the Downtown Metra Station.  In addition, the City has a second Metra Station at Pingree Road.   

Surrounding these transit facilities is a variety of land uses including undeveloped and underdeveloped properties.  Creating an appropriate potential development strategy for these properties is key in increasing the density in the area.  In addition, the area encompasses the vibrant and bustling Historic Downtown, manufacturing, office, retail, service, multi-family housing, and single-family housing uses.

The roadway network is a combination of major arterials, minor arterials, collector streets, and local roads.  Local bike routes and the regional Prairie Trail also cross through the project boundary.

The creation of a TOD plan for this area would have a positive impact on future development and the continued support of transit services in the area. 




	Project Description: The City is looking for assistance in drafting the TOD plan.  We would like the plan to:

a) Incorporate a real estate market analysis of the properties within the TOD boundary to determine acceptable densities,
b) Generate a transportation analysis to determine what minimum densities are necessary to support the transit systems,
c) Provide design suggestions on proposed improvements to transit facilities, which may include seating, bike racks, access, additional stops, etc. and proposed improvements to infrastructure (sidewalks, bike paths/routes, intersections, etc.) to support the transit use, and
d) Determine an appropriate mix of land uses within the TOD area for residential, service and retail.

We need the assistance with research, writing, and professional expertise to organize these components together in a plan.

The Plan will not only be a benefit to the City of Crystal Lake, but will further the goals in the RTA's Invest in Transit Regional Strategic Plan.  Increasing the density near the transit systems will continue to keep them economically viable.

The Plan would also support many of the goals established in the City's Transportation Master Plan.  Our transportation plan has identified opportunities around the Metra Stations for pedestrian, bicycle and vehicular improvements.  Two main goals are to strengthen pedestrian walkability and to expand mixed use and transit supportive land uses to increase travel efficiency.

	your responses to 200 words 1: The City has identified three strategic partners: Metra, PACE and McHenry County Conservation District.

Staff has contacted both Metra and PACE to inform them of the intent to apply for the LTA.  PACE submitted a letter of support, which is attached to this application.  The City plans to collaborate with each transit provider looking for opportunities for improvements to the system and infrastructure surrounding the system and keeping the appropriate mix of land uses that would support transit. 

The Prairie Trail, a regional bicycle trail, which traverses through this planned TOD area is owned and maintained by McHenry County Conservation District.  The City anticipates working closely with them on any possible trail connections. 
	Preparation of plan: Yes
	Inclusive growth: Off
	Updating an existing plan: Off
	Prioritized Investment: Off
	Implementation of a previous plan: Off
	Resilience: Off
	public transit: Yes
	not public transit: Off
	transit investments: Off
	transit network: Yes
	competitive: Yes


