
What is TOD?
Transit-oriented development, or TOD, is a pattern of development that creates 
moderate to high density communities that include a mixture of housing, office, 
retail, and other amenities integrated into a walkable environment located within 
a half-mile of public transportation options. Such communities with these four 
principles increase transit access for individuals while also broadening their 
opportunities for housing, employment, and services. 

Transit Works
The Benefits of Transit-Oriented Development

Density 
Urban growth that is denser 
than that of auto-oriented 
growth, with compact 
development that easily 
connects people to places and 
that locates needed supporting 
infrastructure close together.

Mixed Use 
Development styles and patterns where 
a building, block, or neighborhood 
are used for more than one purpose. 
This can mean the zoning allows for 
some combination of residential, 
commercial, industrial, office, 
institutional, or other land uses. A 
mix of activities along the streets 
encourages fewer car trips and 
creates more lively neighborhoods.

Walkability
This is a measure of how friendly an area is to walking. 
Factors influencing walkability include the presence of 
sidewalks and crosswalks, access to transit, calm vehicular 
traffic, land use patterns, and building accessibility. When 
all these elements come together they create vibrant and 
active places where people feel safe to walk, leading to 
many health, environmental, and economic benefits.

Transit
The presence of high-quality transit 
infrastructure and convenient transit service is 
critical to thriving and equitable places. Transit 
connects and expands access to the more 
distant parts of TOD places and beyond, while 
bicycling networks expand a person’s reach 
of transit services and allows for a variety of 
mobility options in TOD places.

The Regional Transportation  
Authority (RTA) is charged with 
regional financial oversight, 
funding, and transit planning for 
the Chicago Transit Authority 
(CTA), Metra and Pace bus and 
ADA paratransit. The RTA region 
serves two million riders each 
weekday in six counties with 7,200 
transit route miles throughout 
Northeastern Illinois.

The RTA’s Community Planning 
program provides funding as 
well as technical assistance to 
municipalities in support of 
transit-oriented development 
planning projects and for tasks 
related to implementing TOD 
Plans. Since 1998 the RTA has 
helped municipalities across 
the six county region with 
developing TOD plans, updating 
the zoning codes in their TOD 
areas as well as connecting them 
with the developer community.  
The program is funded using a 
combination of RTA, local and 
federal funding sources.
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FOUR PRINCIPLES OF TOD

People that use transit 
walk more and are 

81% 
less likely to become 

obese over time

Benefits of Transit 
Oriented-Development

Residential units in close proximity to public 
transportation options usually

retain their property 
values better 
than those units further from a train station or stop

The cost of constructing a 
single parking space can vary 
between $4,200 in a 

surface lot to $37,300 
in an underground garage, 
driving up residential rents and 
purchase prices

People who take 
transit can reduce 
their greenhouse gas             
emissions by up to

76% 
compared to driving

TOD areas provide a 
RANGE OF MOBILITY 
CHOICES for all, which 
is especially important for 
those who cannot drive a car

Residents living near                              
transit can generate up to

40% less 
vehicle-miles traveled than their 
suburban and  rural counterparts

TOD development can                 
increase transit ridership by 

20-40%
 making transit investment             

more efficient and effective

Eliminating one car per 
household can save up to

$12,000 
per year 

Compact development 
patterns can slow traffic, 
reducing injuries and 
fatalities by as much as 

TOD can REDUCE 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
COST by 25% compared 
to that of auto-oriented 
development25%

50%
COMMUNITIES ARE SAFER 
in dense, mixed use areas that 
promote active spaces
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Transit-supportive 
developments can generate 
47-63% more in tax revenues 
for every $1 invested than 
non-TOD projects
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