APPLICATION FORM
RTA Community Planning Program and
CMAP Local Technical Assistance Program
Deadline: Noon on Friday, October 26, 2018
This application form is online at www.rtachicago.org/
applications. You may submit the form by email to
applications@rtachicago.org. Please submit
one application per project as a PDF package.
Please avoid submitting multiple PDFs for the
same application.

Name:

Please list the members of the group (including
government and nongovernmental organizations):

Village of Riverside
Applicant

Name:

Sonya Abt
Main Contact of Application

Title: Community

Development Director

Phone: 708-447-1241

Email:

sabt@riverside.il.us

TYPE OF APPLICANT
(please check all that apply)

✔ Local Government
Multijurisdictional group*
Nongovernmental organization*
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*Applications submitted by multijurisdictional groups
and nongovernmental organizations must include
a letter indicating support from each relevant local
government. See the FAQs for more information.
Nongovernmental applicants are strongly encouraged
to contact CMAP or the RTA prior to submitting their
application to discuss their project and the demonstration of local support.

1. Project Location. Please provide a brief description of the location of your project. You may include a map if
that helps to describe location, but this is not required. If your project helps to implement a past plan, please
include a link to that plan.

Village of Riverside. Riverside is a Cook County suburb located just west of the City of
Chicago.
The Village of Riverside previously work with CMAP on the Riverside Central Business
District Plan. https://www.cmap.illinois.gov/programs/lta/riverside

2. Project Description. Please tell us what you would like to do in your community, and what assistance is
needed. If you have more than one idea, please submit a separate application for each project. Please be specific,
but also brief (less than two pages per project idea)—we simply want to have a basic understanding of what
you want to do. For plan updates please tell us how you will be building upon (or replacing) the previous work.
Program staff will follow-up with you if we need any additional information to fully understand your proposed
project. (Please limit your responses to 6000 characters including spaces).

The Village of Riverside seeks to do a comprehensive update to its Zoning Ordinance to
address current development trends, stormwater and flooding issues, continue to
implement the CMAP Central Business District Plan for Riverside to promote pedestrian
oriented redevelopment in the CBD and preserve the character of the downtown as well
as address zoning issues related to protecting the Village's national historic landmark
designation.
The Village last completed a comprehensive update of its Zoning Ordinance for the
residential districts in 2005. The Village also updated the B1 Zoning District regulations in
2009. Since then the Village applied for and received an LTA grant in 2011/12 for a
Central Business District Plan which was adopted in 2013. The Village has been working
to implement those recommendations and has adopted several code changes including
streamlining the zoning approval process and updating the sign regulations for the central
business district. The Village has also adopted text amendments on a case by case
basis as issues and requests have arisen including subdivisions, variation standards,
front porches, microbreweries and vacation rentals. However continuing to do piecemeal
updates to the Zoning Ordinance could cause unforeseen inconsistencies which the
Village would like to avoid.
Staff has started keeping a list of issues that need to be addressed in the Zoning
Ordinance. With limited staff and resources, it continues to be difficult for Staff to take a
comprehensive look at our Zoning Ordinance and begin the process of updating it. The
Village's financial forecast also shows a very limited budget in the coming years for these
types of projects. The Village is interested in having CMAP Staff or a planning consultant
help with taking a broader look at the Zoning Ordinance, the CBD Plan and the Village's
goals to update/reorganize the Zoning Ordinance to promote investment and
redevelopment while preserving and protecting the the Village's historic landmark
designation and character.
Additionally the Village Board has expressed a desire to have more professional
assistance in zoning text amendments to ensure the new regulations are clear, utilize
illustrations and/or graphics and are not overly burdensome so they incentivize
investment in the community. They also want to have more community engagement
related to these matters to help educate residents, property owners and developers on
the issues as well as obtain their feedback during the process.
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2. Project Description (continued)
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3. Additional Strategic Partnerships. Please list any additional partners you may want to include in this planning
project, and specify if you have made contact with them in advance of submitting this application. (Please limit
your response to 1400 characters).

N/A

PLAN CHARACTERISTICS
My project involves:
The preparation of a plan.
Updating an existing plan.
✔ Implementation of a previous plan.
✔ My project has direct relevance to public
transit and supports the use of the existing
transit system.
M
 y project is not directly related to
transportation or land use, but addresses
ON TO 2050 and/or Invest In Transit in
other ways.

ON TO 2050 ALIGNMENT
(Please check all that apply)
Inclusive Growth
✔ Prioritized Investment

✔ Resilience

RTA INVEST IN TRANSIT ALIGNMENT
(please check all that apply)
Deliver Value on our transit investments
Build on the strengths of the transit network
Keep transit competitive

11

CMAP Offices
233 South Wacker Drive, Suite 800
Chicago, Illinois 60606
312-454-0400
ONTO2050@cmap.illinois.gov
www.cmap.illinois.gov

The Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP) is
our region’s comprehensive planning organization. The
agency and its partners are developing ON TO 2050, a new
comprehensive regional plan to help the seven counties and 284
communities of northeastern Illinois implement strategies that
address transportation, housing, economic development, open
space, the environment, and other quality-of-life issues.

RTA Administrative Offices
175 W. Jackson Blvd, Suite 1650
Chicago, IL 60604
312-913-3200
www.rtachicago.org

The Regional Transportation Authority (RTA) is the unit of local
government charged with financial oversight, funding, and regional
transit planning for the Chicago Transit Authority (CTA), Metra,
and Pace bus and Pace’s Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
Paratransit Service. The RTA system serves two million riders
each weekday with 145 CTA rail stations, 240 Metra commuter rail
stations, 350 bus routes, with a combined 7,200 transit route miles
throughout Cook, DuPage, Kane, Lake, McHenry, and Will Counties
of northeastern Illinois.
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